The Cornish Federation of Sea Anglers wrote to all Parliamentary candidates and asked:
“Recreational sea anglers in the Truro & Falmouth constituency wish to know what your feelings are in respect of their activities and their participatory role in fisheries management. Please find attached brief questionnaire – 8 questions – and return ASAP. We also attach some brief facts about recreational sea angling and if you have any questions we will be pleased to assist.”
The 8 questions were:

1. Did you know that sea bass are the single most valuable marine fishery resource for

    the UK with at least 85% of that total economic output derived from recreational 

    bass angling and the remaining 15% derived from commercial fishing?

Yes



No


 2. Did you know that in England during 2012, 840,000  recreational sea anglers spent

    £1.23 billion directly on their sea angling which provided employment for 10,400 direct livelihoods, targeting fish species that generated just £30 million worth of first sale landings for commercial fishing?

                                 Yes



No


3. Did you know that the Treasury collects £200 million in VAT from English

    recreational sea anglers, more than the value of ALL commercial fish/shellfish

    landings into England? 

                                  Yes                                                     No

4. Have you ever, or do you currently fish in the sea with rod and line.

                           Yes


               
No
5. Do you consider that the fish in our seas are ‘public’ and ‘societal’ renewable
      fishery resources belonging to the people that should be harvested sustainably for
      the very best socio-economic return to the Country as a whole?

                                  Yes
                     


No
 6. How familiar are you with the various economic research that has been published, 

      including Government initiated and funded studies, which consistently show the 

      enormous  economic and employment impacts from recreational sea angling?

     Familiar
  






   Not Familiar

          5

    4

        3
                     2

                    1

 7.  Do you believe recreational sea anglers should have a greater voice in the process

      of formulating fisheries policies and management measures at : 

a) Cornwall Inshore Fisheries Conservation Authority? 

Yes


No
b)  National level through Defra?  



Yes


No
c)  EU level with the EU Commission and EU Parliament? 
Yes


No
8. What are your views on the use of modern netting in estuaries, Bass Nursery

     Areas and close to shore areas (inside the 10meter depth contour line)?
For Truro & Falmouth Constituency, no replies were received from:

John Hyslop, UKIP
Karen Westbrook, Greens

Replies were received from Rik Evans, NHAP.   Simon Rix, Lib Dem.   Loic Rich, Ind.
Stuart Roden, Lab.     Sarah Newton, Cons.        Stephen Richardson, Mebyon Kernow.
                                                              Rik Evans replies.
1. Did you know that sea bass are the single most valuable marine fishery resource for

    the UK with at least 85% of that total economic output derived from recreational 

    bass angling and the remaining 15% derived from commercial fishing?  No

 2. Did you know that in England during 2012, 840,000  recreational sea anglers spent

    £1.23 billion directly on their sea angling which provided employment for 10,400 direct livelihoods, targeting fish species that generated just £30 million worth of first sale landings for commercial fishing?      No

3. Did you know that the Treasury collects £200 million in VAT from English

    recreational sea anglers, more than the value of ALL commercial fish/shellfish

    landings into England?       No
4. Have you ever, or do you currently fish in the sea with rod and line.  Yes


               

5. Do you consider that the fish in our seas are ‘public’ and ‘societal’ renewable

      fishery resources belonging to the people that should be harvested sustainably for

      the very best socio-economic return to the Country as a whole?   Yes
                     



 6. How familiar are you with the various economic research that has been published, 

      including Government initiated and funded studies, which consistently show the 

      enormous  economic and employment impacts from recreational sea angling?

     Familiar
  






   Not Familiar

          5

    4

        3
                     2

                    1

 7.  Do you believe recreational sea anglers should have a greater voice in the process

      of formulating fisheries policies and management measures at : 

d) Cornwall Inshore Fisheries Conservation Authority? 

Yes



e)  National level through Defra?  



Yes



f)  EU level with the EU Commission and EU Parliament? 
Yes



8. What are your views on the use of modern netting in estuaries, Bass Nursery

     Areas and close to shore areas (inside the 10meter depth contour line)?
   I am not in favour.
                                         Simon Rix replies
1. Did you know that sea bass are the single most valuable marine fishery resource for

    the UK with at least 85% of that total economic output derived from recreational 

    bass angling and the remaining 15% derived from commercial fishing?   No
 2. Did you know that in England during 2012, 840,000  recreational sea anglers spent

    £1.23 billion directly on their sea angling which provided employment for 10,400 direct livelihoods, targeting fish species that generated just £30 million worth of first sale landings for commercial fishing?    No
3. Did you know that the Treasury collects £200 million in VAT from English

    recreational sea anglers, more than the value of ALL commercial fish/shellfish

    landings into England?    No
4. Have you ever, or do you currently fish in the sea with rod and line.  Yes
5. Do you consider that the fish in our seas are ‘public’ and ‘societal’ renewable

      fishery resources belonging to the people that should be harvested sustainably for

      the very best socio-economic return to the Country as a whole?    Yes
 6. How familiar are you with the various economic research that has been published, 

      including Government initiated and funded studies, which consistently show the 

      enormous  economic and employment impacts from recreational sea angling?

     Familiar
  






   Not Familiar

          5

    4

        3
                     2

                    1

 7.  Do you believe recreational sea anglers should have a greater voice in the process

      of formulating fisheries policies and management measures at : 

g) Cornwall Inshore Fisheries Conservation Authority? 

Yes



h)  National level through Defra?  



Yes



i)  EU level with the EU Commission and EU Parliament? 
Yes



8. What are your views on the use of modern netting in estuaries, Bass Nursery

     Areas and close to shore areas (inside the 10meter depth contour line)?
I don't have strong views on this but would be happy to hear more from you on it.

                                                  Loic Rich replies.
1. Did you know that sea bass are the single most valuable marine fishery resource for

    the UK with at least 85% of that total economic output derived from recreational 

    bass angling and the remaining 15% derived from commercial fishing?   Yes
 2. Did you know that in England during 2012, 840,000  recreational sea anglers spent

    £1.23 billion directly on their sea angling which provided employment for 10,400 direct livelihoods, targeting fish species that generated just £30 million worth of first sale landings for commercial fishing?

   DISCUSSED WHEN MET WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF CORNISH FEDERATION OF SEA ANGLERS, SO YES.

3. Did you know that the Treasury collects £200 million in VAT from English

    recreational sea anglers, more than the value of ALL commercial fish/shellfish

    landings into England? 

     YES AND WOULD BE GOOD TO KNOW THE FIGURES FOR CORNWALL CAN IMAGINE IT WOULD BE A HIGH   PROPORTION COMPARED TO SOME INLAND AREAS                                                                                                                                  

4. Have you ever, or do you currently fish in the sea with rod and line.   Yes a  couple of times
5. Do you consider that the fish in our seas are ‘public’ and ‘societal’ renewable

      fishery resources belonging to the people that should be harvested sustainably for

      the very best socio-economic return to the Country as a whole?   Yes
 6. How familiar are you with the various economic research that has been published, 

      including Government initiated and funded studies, which consistently show the 

      enormous  economic and employment impacts from recreational sea angling?

     Familiar
  






   Not Familiar

          5

    4

        3
                     2

                    1

 7.  Do you believe recreational sea anglers should have a greater voice in the process

      of formulating fisheries policies and management measures at : 

j) Cornwall Inshore Fisheries Conservation Authority? 
YES AND CONGRATULATIONS TO JOHN BROOKS FOR BECOMING MEMBER OF IFCA REPRESENTING SEA ANGLERS




k)  National level through Defra?  



Yes



l)  EU level with the EU Commission and EU Parliament? 
Yes



8. What are your views on the use of modern netting in estuaries, Bass Nursery

     Areas and close to shore areas (inside the 10meter depth contour line)?
I THINK DUE CONSIDERATION SHOULD GIVEN TO THE SEA ANGLER’S PROPOSAL OF 10 METRE PROTECTION ZONE SO SEA ANGLERS CAN PARTICIPATE IN THEIR ACTIVITY

SEA ANGLING IS PROBABLY ONE OF THE MOST NATURAL INSTINCTS KNOWN TO MANKIND – I RESPECT THE FACT THAT OUR ESTUARIES ARE USED FOR A RANGE OF USES, INCLUDING NURSERY AREAS, BUT I BELIEVE THAT SEA ANGLING SHOULD NOT BE UNFAIRLY DISADVANTAGED OVER COMMERCIAL FISHING AND COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES – BECAUSE AS EVIDENCED BY THE CORNISH FEDERATION OF SEA ANGLERS AND OTHER ORGANISATIONS, SEA ANGLING BRINGS IN ESSENTIAL TOURISM INCOME AND ADDS TO THE ECONOMIC VALUE OF CORNWALL IN A RANGE OF WAYS.

AS CHAIR OF THE CORNWALL COUNCIL HARBOURS BOARD I HAVE EXPERIENCE OF DEALING WITH THE DIVERSE RANGE OF INDUSTRIES AND MARINE ISSUES THAT IMPACT ON CORNWALL’S MARITIME, AND I AM GRATEFUL FOR THE CORNISH FEDERATION OF SEA ANGLERS PROFESSIONALISM AND PRESENTATION OF THEIR POINTS OF VIEW AND LOOK FORWARD TO WORKING WITH THEM IN THE FUTURE IN A CONSTRUCTIVE WAY FOR THE GOOD OF ALL WHO USE AND CARE FOR OUR MARINE ENVIRONMENT.



                              Stuart Roden replies
1. Did you know that sea bass are the single most valuable marine fishery resource for

    the UK with at least 85% of that total economic output derived from recreational 

    bass angling and the remaining 15% derived from commercial fishing?   No
 2. Did you know that in England during 2012, 840,000  recreational sea anglers spent

    £1.23 billion directly on their sea angling which provided employment for 10,400 direct livelihoods, targeting fish species that generated just £30 million worth of first sale landings for commercial fishing?    No
3. Did you know that the Treasury collects £200 million in VAT from English

    recreational sea anglers, more than the value of ALL commercial fish/shellfish

    landings into England?    No
4. Have you ever, or do you currently fish in the sea with rod and line.

                           
Yes, but very occasionally

               


5. Do you consider that the fish in our seas are ‘public’ and ‘societal’ renewable

      fishery resources belonging to the people that should be harvested sustainably for

      the very best socio-economic return to the Country as a whole?    Yes
 6. How familiar are you with the various economic research that has been published, 

      including Government initiated and funded studies, which consistently show the 

      enormous  economic and employment impacts from recreational sea angling?

     Familiar
  






   Not Familiar

          5

    4

        3
                     2

                    1
 7.  Do you believe recreational sea anglers should have a greater voice in the process

      of formulating fisheries policies and management measures at : 

m) Cornwall Inshore Fisheries Conservation Authority? 

Yes



n)  National level through Defra?  



Yes



o)  EU level with the EU Commission and EU Parliament? 
Yes



 8. What are your views on the use of modern netting in estuaries, Bass Nursery
     Areas and close to shore areas (inside the 10meter depth contour line)?
I have no direct knowledge of the issue and therefore do not fully understand the pros and cons of this discussion. I would imagine that the careful use of netting which was strictly monitored would be acceptable.

                                            Sarah Newton replies
I appreciate you taking the time to enquire of my views in respect of recreational sea anglers within the Truro and Falmouth constituency.

I fully support recreational sea anglers. During my time as a Member of Parliament I have worked hard to support my constituents in relation to this matter. I have held regular meetings with anglers and made on-going representations to key ministers. Please follow these links for further information:

http://www.ukbass.com/docs/RSAMeetingWithSarahNewton.pdf
http://www.sarahnewton.org.uk/news/sarah-newton-speaks-recreational-sea-anglers

http://www.sarahnewton.org.uk/news/sarah-newton-mp-welcomes-new-bass-conservation-measures
I also participated in the debate chaired by Mr David Crausby on UK Sea Bass Stocks, held at Westminster Hall on Wednesday 3 December 2014. I highlighted the need for the IFCA to properly engage with recreational anglers on this issue. Further information on this debate can be found at: 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141203/halltext/141203h0001.htm
I am very concerned that the European sea bass is particularly vulnerable to overfishing, and I know that the Government shares this concern too. Most bass are taken by the French fishing fleet, so the Government has focused on addressing this issue at the European level by playing an active role in EU discussions about sea bass stocks. 

The UK has been a lone voice on this issue and has played a leading role on it in Europe. It was thanks to our negotiating efforts that as of 28 January 2015 the fishermen using pelagic trawls have been forbidden from targeting sea bass, in the emergency measure that lasts until the end of April.


On 12th March 2015, George Eustice MP, the Fisheries Minister stated:

“……at the December Council we argued strongly for measures to be taken on bass. We pressed the European Commission to take emergency measures to ban pair trawling, which was done in the New Year. We are currently discussing with other member states and the Commission the possibility of a bag limit for anglers, and also catch limits for the remainder of the commercial fleet. I can also tell the right hon. Gentleman that we are considering raising the minimum landing size nationally.”

(Citation: HC Deb, 12 March 2015, c385) 

George Eustice, has also undertaken to ensure that a review of our domestic management measures for bass now commences as a matter of priority. 

I hope this information will be of some reassurance. 

Turning now to the questionnaire you have asked that I complete, I have completed and copied it below, for your information.

I hope this is helpful.


Thank you once more for taking the time to write. Please don’t hesitate to contact me again in the future if you feel I can be of further assistance to you. 

Kind regards,

Sarah 

1. Did you know that sea bass are the single most valuable marine fishery resource for

    the UK with at least 85% of that total economic output derived from recreational 

    bass angling and the remaining 15% derived from commercial fishing?     Yes
 2. Did you know that in England during 2012, 840,000  recreational sea anglers spent

    £1.23 billion directly on their sea angling which provided employment for 10,400 direct livelihoods, targeting fish species that generated just £30 million worth of first sale landings for commercial fishing?    Yes
3. Did you know that the Treasury collects £200 million in VAT from English

    recreational sea anglers, more than the value of ALL commercial fish/shellfish

    landings into England?    Yes
4. Have you ever, or do you currently fish in the sea with rod and line.      Yes
5. Do you consider that the fish in our seas are ‘public’ and ‘societal’ renewable

      fishery resources belonging to the people that should be harvested sustainably for

      the very best socio-economic return to the Country as a whole?   Yes
 6. How familiar are you with the various economic research that has been published, 

      including Government initiated and funded studies, which consistently show the 

      enormous  economic and employment impacts from recreational sea angling?

     Familiar
  






   Not Familiar

          5

    4

        3
                     2

                    1

 7.  Do you believe recreational sea anglers should have a greater voice in the process

      of formulating fisheries policies and management measures at : 

p) Cornwall Inshore Fisheries Conservation Authority? 

Yes



q)  National level through Defra?  



Yes



r)  EU level with the EU Commission and EU Parliament? 
Yes



8. What are your views on the use of modern netting in estuaries, Bass Nursery

     Areas and close to shore areas (inside the 10meter depth contour line)?
I believe that in order to protect bass stocks for the benefit of all, we need a joined up approach and a range of measures both long term and short-term to ensure healthy bass stocks and vital recreational fishing for generations to come. 

As you have seen from the above web link I met with Recreational Sea Anglers, RSA representatives, Brian Collick, Robin Bradley, John Tisdale and John Brooks. Having discussed these issues in depth, I worked with the fisherman and made representations to relevant Ministers. 

Should I be re-elected in May, I will continue to do all that I can to support recreational sea anglers. 

In answer to your question, I believe that modern netting in estuaries should be banned, Bass Nursery Areas safeguarded and close to shore areas protected. 

                                       Stephen Richardson replies
1. Did you know that sea bass are the single most valuable marine fishery resource for

    the UK with at least 85% of that total economic output derived from recreational 

    bass angling and the remaining 15% derived from commercial fishing?   No
 2. Did you know that in England during 2012, 840,000  recreational sea anglers spent

    £1.23 billion directly on their sea angling which provided employment for 10,400 direct livelihoods, targeting fish species that generated just £30 million worth of first sale landings for commercial fishing?    No
3. Did you know that the Treasury collects £200 million in VAT from English

    recreational sea anglers, more than the value of ALL commercial fish/shellfish

    landings into England?     No
4. Have you ever, or do you currently fish in the sea with rod and line.    No
5. Do you consider that the fish in our seas are ‘public’ and ‘societal’ renewable

      fishery resources belonging to the people that should be harvested sustainably for

      the very best socio-economic return to the Country as a whole?    No
 6. How familiar are you with the various economic research that has been published, 

      including Government initiated and funded studies, which consistently show the 

      enormous  economic and employment impacts from recreational sea angling?

     Familiar
  






   Not Familiar

          5

    4

        3
                     2

                    1
 7.  Do you believe recreational sea anglers should have a greater voice in the process

      of formulating fisheries policies and management measures at : 

s) Cornwall Inshore Fisheries Conservation Authority? 

Yes



t)  National level through Defra?  



Yes



u)  EU level with the EU Commission and EU Parliament? 
Yes



8. What are your views on the use of modern netting in estuaries, Bass Nursery

     Areas and close to shore areas (inside the 10meter depth contour line)?
I don’t have the knowledge or experience to comment.

.
