The Cornish Federation of Sea Anglers wrote to all Parliamentary candidates and asked:
“Recreational sea anglers in the St Ives constituency wish to know what your feelings are in respect of their activities and their participatory role in fisheries management. Please find attached brief questionnaire – 8 questions – and return ASAP. We also attach some brief facts about recreational sea angling and if you have any questions we will be pleased to assist.”
The 8 questions were:

1. Did you know that sea bass are the single most valuable marine fishery resource for

    the UK with at least 85% of that total economic output derived from recreational 

    bass angling and the remaining 15% derived from commercial fishing?

Yes



No


 2. Did you know that in England during 2012, 840,000  recreational sea anglers spent

    £1.23 billion directly on their sea angling which provided employment for 10,400 direct livelihoods, targeting fish species that generated just £30 million worth of first sale landings for commercial fishing?

                                 Yes



No


3. Did you know that the Treasury collects £200 million in VAT from English

    recreational sea anglers, more than the value of ALL commercial fish/shellfish

    landings into England? 

                                  Yes                                                     No

4. Have you ever, or do you currently fish in the sea with rod and line.

                           Yes


               
No
5. Do you consider that the fish in our seas are ‘public’ and ‘societal’ renewable
      fishery resources belonging to the people that should be harvested sustainably for
      the very best socio-economic return to the Country as a whole?

                                  Yes
                     


No
 6. How familiar are you with the various economic research that has been published, 

      including Government initiated and funded studies, which consistently show the 

      enormous  economic and employment impacts from recreational sea angling?

     Familiar
  






   Not Familiar
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 7.  Do you believe recreational sea anglers should have a greater voice in the process

      of formulating fisheries policies and management measures at : 

a) Cornwall Inshore Fisheries Conservation Authority? 

Yes


No
b)  National level through Defra?  



Yes


No
c)  EU level with the EU Commission and EU Parliament? 
Yes


No
8. What are your views on the use of modern netting in estuaries, Bass Nursery

     Areas and close to shore areas (inside the 10meter depth contour line)?
For St Ives, no replies were received from:

Cornelious Olivier, Graham Calderwood, Rob Simmons, Tim Andrewes.
Replies were received from Andrew George & Derek Thomas.
                                           Andrew George reply
Andrew George advised the CFSA that his father had just passed away. The CFSA offer’s its condolences and can appreciate the combined difficulties of a family bereavement with an imminent General Election. 

                                            Derek Thomas reply
Regarding Sea Angling I hope I can assure you of my awareness of the importance of this pursuit both to the local economy and as a worthwhile and satisfying outdoor activity for those that take part.

I occasionally call in to see Chris at Newtown Angling to find out the latest issues, concerns and ideas in relation to angling and have promised to continue to do so beyond May 7th.

However, I hope you will excuse me for not completing your survey. I commit myself to doing my level best to personally respond to every email and the sheer quantity of surveys I am asked to complete would render this commitment undeliverable.

I hope you can accept this.

