The Cornish Federation of Sea Anglers wrote to all Parliamentary candidates and asked:
“Recreational sea anglers in the S E Cornwall constituency wish to know what your feelings are in respect of their activities and their participatory role in fisheries management. Please find attached brief questionnaire – 8 questions – and return ASAP. We also attach some brief facts about recreational sea angling and if you have any questions we will be pleased to assist.”
The 8 questions were:

1. Did you know that sea bass are the single most valuable marine fishery resource for

    the UK with at least 85% of that total economic output derived from recreational 

    bass angling and the remaining 15% derived from commercial fishing?

Yes



No


 2. Did you know that in England during 2012, 840,000  recreational sea anglers spent

    £1.23 billion directly on their sea angling which provided employment for 10,400 direct livelihoods, targeting fish species that generated just £30 million worth of first sale landings for commercial fishing?

                                 Yes



No


3. Did you know that the Treasury collects £200 million in VAT from English

    recreational sea anglers, more than the value of ALL commercial fish/shellfish

    landings into England? 

                                  Yes                                                     No

4. Have you ever, or do you currently fish in the sea with rod and line.

                           Yes


               
No
5. Do you consider that the fish in our seas are ‘public’ and ‘societal’ renewable
      fishery resources belonging to the people that should be harvested sustainably for
      the very best socio-economic return to the Country as a whole?

                                  Yes
                     


No
 6. How familiar are you with the various economic research that has been published, 

      including Government initiated and funded studies, which consistently show the 

      enormous  economic and employment impacts from recreational sea angling?

     Familiar
  






   Not Familiar
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 7.  Do you believe recreational sea anglers should have a greater voice in the process

      of formulating fisheries policies and management measures at : 

a) Cornwall Inshore Fisheries Conservation Authority? 

Yes


No
b)  National level through Defra?  



Yes


No
c)  EU level with the EU Commission and EU Parliament? 
Yes


No
8. What are your views on the use of modern netting in estuaries, Bass Nursery

     Areas and close to shore areas (inside the 10meter depth contour line)?
For South East Cornwall, no replies were received from:

Andrew Long       Mebyon Kernow.

Martin Corney      Greens.

Replies were received from Sheryll Murray, Conservative and Phil Hutty, Lib Dem.
                                                          Phil Hutty replies.
1. Did you know that sea bass are the single most valuable marine fishery resource for

    the UK with at least 85% of that total economic output derived from recreational 

    bass angling and the remaining 15% derived from commercial fishing?
No
I didn't, very interesting


 2. Did you know that in England during 2012, 840,000  recreational sea anglers spent

    £1.23 billion directly on their sea angling which provided employment for 10,400 direct livelihoods, targeting fish species that generated just £30 million worth of first sale landings for commercial fishing?

 Again I didn't know these details but I'm not surprised, I did know sea angling is a massive national sport ( of which I was a keen participant as a child)


3. Did you know that the Treasury collects £200 million in VAT from English

    recreational sea anglers, more than the value of ALL commercial fish/shellfish

    landings into England? 

  Again No, I didn't know the figure but I am not surprised I know anglers have made a important contribution to our tax revenue
4. Have you ever, or do you currently fish in the sea with rod and line.

Yes although not recently, but I still have all my tackle and rods and is on my to do list after the election !
5. Do you consider that the fish in our seas are ‘public’ and ‘societal’ renewable

      fishery resources belonging to the people that should be harvested sustainably for

      the very best socio-economic return to the Country as a whole?

Simple answer yes, even as a child we knew that fish are not a finite resource and we never took a fish we couldn't eat or was to small, for me the experience of sitting by the sea watching the world go by was just as enjoyable as catching fish. I think that most anglers understand the importance of conservation and take it seriously, after all they want to continue to fish and want the next generation to be able to do the same.
 6. How familiar are you with the various economic research that has been published, 

      including Government initiated and funded studies, which consistently show the 

      enormous  economic and employment impacts from recreational sea angling?

     Familiar
  






   Not Familiar

          5

    4

        3
                     2

                    1

But again, I’m not surprised.

 7.  Do you believe recreational sea anglers should have a greater voice in the process

      of formulating fisheries policies and management measures at : 

d) Cornwall Inshore Fisheries Conservation Authority? 

Yes



e)  National level through Defra?  



Yes



f)  EU level with the EU Commission and EU Parliament? 
Yes



8. What are your views on the use of modern netting in estuaries, Bass Nursery

     Areas and close to shore areas (inside the 10meter depth contour line)?
I am concerned about the long term impact on the sustainability of fish using this method so would need to be convinced this would not impact on the ability for a species to  recover and of course that it also allows enough fish stocks for the sport of fishing to continue without leaving stocks dangerously low.

                                                 Sheryll Murray replies.
1. Did you know that sea bass are the single most valuable marine fishery resource for

    the UK with at least 85% of that total economic output derived from recreational 

    bass angling and the remaining 15% derived from commercial fishing?

Yes






 2. Did you know that in England during 2012, 840,000  recreational sea anglers spent

    £1.23 billion directly on their sea angling which provided employment for 10,400 direct livelihoods, targeting fish species that generated just £30 million worth of first sale landings for commercial fishing?

                                 Yes






3. Did you know that the Treasury collects £200 million in VAT from English

    recreational sea anglers, more than the value of ALL commercial fish/shellfish

    landings into England? 

                                  Yes                                                     
4. Have you ever, or do you currently fish in the sea with rod and line.    No
5. Do you consider that the fish in our seas are ‘public’ and ‘societal’ renewable

      fishery resources belonging to the people that should be harvested sustainably for

      the very best socio-economic return to the Country as a whole?

   As the wife of a former fisherman who lost his life aboard his boat, I believe there is a place for both recreational sea anglers and commercial fishermen. I also believe that both make a very valuable contribution to the economy of my constituency South East Cornwall. I believe we should be free from the European Union Common Fisheries Policy and support withdrawal from this. I have done so for over 25 years and have sat on Cornwall Sea Fisheries Committee in the past with Malcolm Gilbert.

 6. How familiar are you with the various economic research that has been published, 

      including Government initiated and funded studies, which consistently show the 

      enormous  economic and employment impacts from recreational sea angling?

     Familiar
  






   Not Familiar

          5

    4

        3
                     2

                    1

 7.  Do you believe recreational sea anglers should have a greater voice in the process

      of formulating fisheries policies and management measures at : 

 I believe they are already have equal representation. The recent Bass Minimum Landing size demonstrates their message is being heard. 

If there is any evidence to demonstrate otherwise from SE Cornwall I will happily make the case.

8. What are your views on the use of modern netting in estuaries, Bass Nursery

     Areas and close to shore areas (inside the 10meter depth contour line)?
You have not specified species. I understand that this is already restricted through Environment Agency licenses.  If there is evidence to demonstrate otherwise please provide it.

.
